[Perceptions about the elisa test of people diagnosed at the aids stage].
The delay in the diagnosis of AIDS results in higher treatment costs. To reveal the experiences of people who were diagnosed in the AIDS stage about the access to the ELISA test. In depth interviews were carried out to 15 participants from public hospitals who were in the AIDS stage at the moment of the diagnosis. The main questions asked were about the motivations to take the test, the barriers found and the help received from the health care personnel. All interviews were recorded and analyzed according to Kripperdorff. The three categories that emerged were the motivations to take the test, the facilitators found and the difficulties to access to the test. The main motivation was a condition of vulnerability due to the suspicion or certainty of being infected. The main facilitator was the sensation of being accepted and not discriminated. The main difficulties were the fear of having a positive test and of being discriminated and the lack of information. Knowing these experiences will help to improve the early detection of HIV infections.